THE 1922 DECLARATION
certain charges against him, which had doubtless been
circulated to the Cabinet, and as his dispatch was the
replv to those charges, he must insist on its circulation.
Curzon then spent some time trying to induce Allenby
to withdraw his resignation, instancing his own experience
as Viceroy of India, when his suggestions were frequently
vetoed bv the Government, but he did not resign. The
same, he added, was true of Lord Reading, the present
Viceroy. Allenby replied that he did not wish to draw
comparisons between Lord Curzon's and Lord Reading's
action and his own, but that his course was clear. At
present his word was current coin from Cairo to Khar-
toum. Were he to consent to return to Egypt, if his
proposals were turned down, it would not be worth the
paper on which it was written. He could not at any
price sacrifice the confidence he commanded in Egypt.
Curzon then asked plaintively how they were to find a
successor; it would be most difficult and inconvenient.
"If you ask my advice," said Allenby, "send as good a
man as me, and a better if you can find him."
Having made no impression, Curzon now said that
Allenby must see the Prime Minister. Allenby again
urged the need for an immediate decision. The interview
ended with a bitter diatribe by Curzon about the conduct
of the Advisers in supporting Allenby by their resig-
nation. Allenby replied that he considered they had
served him and His Majesty's Government loyally and
that he could not discuss the point. As he was leaving
the room Curzon inquired where Lady Allenby was.
Allenby could not refrain from a parting shot: "I have
left her behind in Egypt, as I feared there might be
trouble if I brought her away/*
The interview, which had lasted an hour and a half,
left Allenby*s determination unshaken. Nert day was
a Saturday. The only action taken by Allenby was to go
personally to the Foreign Office to make certain that his
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